


PEPPER

She’s keepin’ me awake, ain’t she?

JULY

No, you’re keeping us awake —

PEPPER

I am not!

JULY 

You are too!

(PEPPER and JULY fight)

JULY

Ah, ya think you’re Jack Dempsey, do ya?

PEPPER

And you’re lookin’ for a knuckle sandwich.

TESSIE

(Whining)

Oh my goodness, oh my goodness they’re fightin’ and I won’t get no sleep all
night. Oh, my goodness, oh my goodness.

(ANNIE, who is 11, runs in with a bucket. SHE has been up cleaning.
She breaks up the fight)

ANNIE

Pipe down, all of ya. Go back to sleep. 

MOLLY

(Rubbing her eyes…still half asleep)

Mama, mommy.

ANNIE

(To MOLLY) 

It’s all right, Molly. Annie’s here.

MOLLY

It was my Mama, Annie. We was ridin’ on the ferry boat. And she was holdin’ me
up to see all the big ships. And then she was walkin’ away, wavin’. And I couldn’t
find her no more. Any place.
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